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only prevented from doing so by the inability of their mind to seize on its subtle
reasonings. Great numbers studied with profit under his tuition, and obtained high
reputation as men of learning. He possessed the highest abilities as a preacher and
was versed in many sciences. He taught for some time at Ispahan, and died in the
month of Shawwal, A, H. 585 (Nov.-Dec. A. D. 1189).

MAHMUD IBN STIBUKTIKIN.

Abu '1-Kasim Mahmud, the son of Nasir ad-Dawlat Abu Mansur Subuktikin, bore,
at first, the surname of Saif ad-Dawlat (sword of the empire}) but, on being nomi-
nated to the sultanate, after the death of his father, by the im&m (khalif) al-Kadir
billah, he received from him the titles of Yamin ad-Dawlat (the right hand of the
empire] and Amin al-Milla (the syndic of the commonwealth}. It was by these appel-
lations that he continued to be known. His father Subuktikin arrived at Bukhara in
the reign of Nuh Ibn Mansur, one of those Samanide kings of whom we have spoken
in the life of Abu Bakr Muhammad ar-Razi the physician (p. 311 of this vol.}, to
which city he had accompanied Abu Ishak Alptikin (1), as grand chamberlain. He
was the main director of all Alptikin's affairs, and his intelligence and decision
of character led the great officers of the empire to prognosticate his future eleva-
tion. When Alptikin went to replace his father as governor of Ghazna, the enrir
Subuktikin accompanied him as chief of his staff and grand chamberlain. Alptikin
died soon after his arrival, and, as none of his relations were capable of replacing
him, the people felt the necessity of chosing a ruler. After some debates, they
agreed to confer the command on the emir Subuktikin, and, taving engaged
their fealty towards him, they acknowledged his authority. When his power was
solidly established, he began to make hostile inroads across the frontiers of India,
and he took a great number of fortresses in that country. Numerous combats, too
long to relate, were fought between him and the Hindoos, and a short period sufficed
to increase the extent of his empire, form a mighty army, replenish his coffers, and
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